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Throughout 1971, Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed, the st Prime Hinlder of Dargladesh, led
Ihe war of liberabon on behalf of the country's whdlspaled leader Bangahandho
Sheduh Mujbur Rahman, than in Paiestani sl The whole of the Bengall namion
remained united and able 1@ fght bhe uwregqual war wih so much conldence and
heroism cidy Bmcduie it was led by someone like Tajeddin and his able comvade

Recalllng our first Prime Minister-Tribute to
Tajuddin Ahmed on his T8th birth annivorsary

Foaliy Sy 21 2G04 13 35 28 Py 20

He izl the war from & small office roeom ne bigger Cham in feel by bon feet with
very modest fummiture, ke a table, & fbw enairs, an ron chest, A stesl cabinet,
and, of course, a photogragin of Sniikdh Mujib hung on the wall in Iront of the desk.
[ndeed, Tajuldim meves il wi feel that be was leading the wae all by himseH.
Besides being Marked by committed poiiticy! co¥eagaes lice Sved Razil, ™,
Hofgie A&, sl Qnmreurzpmam, he ghways bad Shelkh Mullk in spich with ke,
EvniryTreey) e (il weas an Fos bbbt

Qnee the die wes Formally cast & bhe garly hipurs of Mardh 26 by Bangabanchmu,
just belore being amested, Tajuddn pigmimed ihe lesdeship of the war af
fibzratlon 2 an almakl natural contimuation of his capsble adminestration during
the daye of nor-ooperation. Beddes preparing and Ehen  presentisg the
proglamaion of independerce on Aprl 10, 1971, and farming a €mall cakinet BG
fan the government in exile, he also Sed the war with oSt commitnent. He
preferred ko remain in the sar finld wiin che valiang lheration Aghles cathar tan
siting 4 his office. [T wag bocauss of lis steadfsst lesdership thet we could
transform the war of liberation inpg 3 people™d wie and could defeat Pakistan In
only nine menshs.

Unfurunalely the complementary leadership between Tajuddin and Sheshl )ik
chel ot It tonp. As Tajuddin himsell told M. Ehan, b prisats secefary, the
Awsml Lesgue was & big pamy and thero eere by problems in & Oesidss
whispenng by ehve Youmg Turks agalnes Tajuddn's efficlent l=adership curing the
war, conspiraioes like Khangier Hushisg ard his gang were 2oua®y 2tive in
deuiding s Cena. Finally, thay were able fo separabe the bwo besders ard 1E was
thiem quile shsy b make the fnal onsisught on both Bangabandhu aid Tajusklin
drl the cther thres senlor memoers of tho bigh cammand,

Had thexy &% remained allve Tor GUmit mors yoars, Bangtsdesh would kawe surely
prospercd and starfed mewing Gewaidds iS5 wWitimate goal of becoming Sonar
Bangla. Bt destiy Bpd other plsn: amd we are sHP mired in fallures and
frustrations af pardmgunt dmensons despie mary 505 of oreatlvity by ordinary
Pl iA mary areas. The young entreprencurs from diferent Gelds hasg showa
great redlllence even afer facing all drds of goveimancg Tallirgs. 18 18 bechuse of
them thet the oountry is =il kicking. Had she guurdry bemelited from the
commited leadership of the argliivgsds of the foury, indudimg Tajuddin, we
would have perhaps By row resched the stage of development achleved hy
Malaysla.

What were the leadership gualiles of Tajuddin? He was an InEalligent perdon, ard
yut very close to the masses. Borm In @ middhe-claes rral Taraly, he tould feet the
puize of the peasants and small agieard, &1 Che ame time, be sudied =conomics
and had aomuired all W gqualgios of a4 mxdern inpslect. s seabvsment 0
organisations aclivilss gave him an exta edpe over otbers in deakng with
ordinary pecple 43 party warkes, and at the ssme Hme monning a multelres
party under the padance af the charismatic leader Sheikby Mujitur Bahenan.

Tepsddin was not 2 fader by hanos. Ha Spsternalatally presiared himsell dey by
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day for lesding the prooess of Farmabian af & natssn, alang with his other politizal
codleagues, All of them petidpated 0 the language movemsent during the early
years of Pakistan and helped prepare the ground for germénetion of the seed of
Be=rigali nationalism. M= was o heghly organisesd man, He ussd o weike his dary
regulary rgnt from his schood days. Thist he was deeply poliicsl 2nd & first dass
patriot with all the humane gualties oudd be gueszed as early as IS47. A
reflectied in the page of his dary of August 7, 1947, Tajucdin was involved in
faiming A political party nemad Eafl PakEslan Ecormmic Fromdom Lesgun in
Baingladigh i with leaders e Lata Mr, Toaha, Nurul 1s8asn Cheswdhury and cthars,
Gavermment Sie

When he became the General Secretary of Ksami Lesgue in the sixbes, he was
abie to artculate more dearly against the wrong kind of development polioy
Bedn by LoDl folcwed by the then Pakistan. In one of his political speeches back on December
Z7, 1959, Tajuddin said 95 percent of the people of the ousntry eaxmed such a
meagre @ncomne that they were oot aible to make both ends meet. He abo

Hewspapar emphasised that the memopaly and camel promated by Pakistan's ruling ites
Collectians wire pushing the doiaviry towacdd graabes inequality and Ehat the peice of
g foad & hsdl emrmodies was therefore increasing sbnormatly Righ,
1

ot ":I:'ur Ciles In arother political spsech on Janusry 12, 1970, he complained against hesey
Book online and taxes, both direct and indirect, on peasants, ard yet they did not o=t any suppart
aave 310. fram the government in facing the food which was ready perpetaal. On June 27,
VRS Gotliek fam 1070, he made § Seirdds critigus of the foawth FRye-Year Plan of Pakistan for

grEnuraging marm  Income disparity batwaen the Deo pams of the courtry,
particularly in the Aeld of education, That bo was s great crusador agaiest insanes
Imequality was ;il-.rld!'r refllected in his first gpeech given bo the nation as the frst

Cinly S18 For et poidiigt e ]

Year On &prl 11, 1971, he toid the fighting nation: "Let there be a mew waorld for the
13 lsgag, Save I1un.|;|nr'||I and suffering milions of Bangladesh where there will b2 noo scope of
BE% Suscrile matian, Lot us pledge for fresd froum Punger, dissase, unemployment, ard
Nerws - Pary Laler Mitorasy, Lit 75 mdllona of brothers and maters of Bangladesh engnge thempdues
PR m o | R replise their goals throwgh their coeclive will and @trengghe Let thore bo a
" new'y demoorabic society out of the blood and sweat of yrs of mew ¢ ol

Iree Dangladesh.”

He was fully confident about the cotcome of the 1571 weae. He saed on April 17,
MewWs LARET 1571, afer the swearing in ceremony of the cabinet, that the only goal of bhe
Achenrlising struggle wWak o Bidd & nirw and profperous Bangladesh out of the aches left
Grest Newapaper Barhind by the cesupyng forers, Horo cloarky, e spake ] Ememb:r 5.. 111"
e that the depth of Sormos experienced by the Berngbbs was bay
Adveriising Info by any human measure, Yet he fuit that Bengalis bed endiess I:T'E-b'l:l-.le sirursih,
Fram Leaders in So this oreativey of the nation would averwhelm the nstural sad man-made
Mewspaper Trads disaster imposed on the pecple of Bangladesh. While & became clear that Bengalis
v M prnmpipdy o WEME winning the war, he immediately changed his gear and stamted speaking
about poace. On Oacembar B, L1971, he sadd, “After winning the war, we will have
to win paaco a5 wall. Sonar Bamgla ks 1o be ereced on the ashes of a war-
Favaged eowsamy, Al the sons and daughters of Bangladesh hawe To &ngage
Bew York Times thermnives in the joyous efforts of reconstruction and dervelopment,”

HAGEpapAY: . And e gig not wait & minute after refuming to Bangladesh before moving Fest
Sy Infarmed! FBS1  paennstruct the countryside and to wage o diplomatic war for the sarly relesse of
& Easy Dalivery MY  Bangabandhu., He, of oourse, started sending usefd directions bo  the
Thmes dor pa low gs  &dminkEgraesn even beless coming to Dhaka from hie Calcutta office. On
53 TENeek Desmmber 20, he sready passed some orders encoempassing stoppage of any
finanmal tramsaction including rewvenue with Pakiszan pither thiraugh post-afflices or
banks, He also made it cless that Bangladesh would Mfollow & sellf-ieliant acisamic
policy snd avoid US md. As spoon as he came to Dhaka, his Aret considaratian wac
o improve the las ard order theough the help of Dndian armyg. His resf concerr
was how to bring back ten million refugees quickly and help them resdjust, =
then cuikckly moved into establishing bilsteral economic and diplometic bes with
sourtries That recegrised Bangladesh.

A Ty I Com

The cabimet came o Dhaka on Decemboer 22,0 On Decembse 23, Prire Minisier
Tapuddin, b his first cabiaet mesbng in Dhaka mads Dangis the stabs language.
He also passed gouernment decisions to provide salaries o govemmant officisls of
up to Tk 1000 as the highest ceiing, nationalisabion of jute, textle midls, and tea
gardens. He ales ordered Sangladesh Bank to funcion as a Central Bank by
Dcimber 1071, Although he was desd against fomeign aid he could nealis= the
dapth of the changing realities, As Fasnoe minisrer, he ne-uur hiesiiated bo take
progmalic steps ko make prlicy  pro-| Whesn he went o
Wachingion in 1972 to attend a finarce mirestes conferencs hie appedled L Cha
Waorlkd Bank to suppodt reconstruction of Bangladesh, But he was sho vocal an
global poonomic ineguakty and claborated om how @il wals of the rich counkries

wiere farcing pocr countries Lo remain poor due o their inabllity to access rich
Banglzdesh arkeTs,
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Tajuddin always dreamt of a prosperous Bangladush which was free fram poverty,
Inequality, hunger, and forelgn dependence, He Indicated this bent of his ming
through his varicus early actions a5 Prime Minister during the difficult days of
post-independence. But his thres budgebs are sven better testimonles of his pro-
poor development thinking, His emphasis on improving the lot of the working class
while formulating land and industrial policies wac ales wery straight forward, His
enemies, however, were able to create a distanee betwesn him and Bangabandhu
under the pretexts of events ke price-hike, food ingecurty, and economic
‘mismanagement” that were essentially by-products of a very unstable global
economy following oil crisis and beyend the capacity of a finance ministar.

His nationalistic attitude towards donors was also misunderstood by many,
Tajuddin resigned on October 36, 1974, at a time when the country was facing a
very difficult time including a famine. Before resigning, he was, however, able o
present his third budget and first Five-Year Plan. His thoughts of saif-reliant
devolopment were adequately reflected in this plan. This plan envisaged the ute of
voluntary mobllisation of resources Inchuding the educated ¥ouths and students for
poverty eradication through development of physical and human Infrastructures.

Gradually, Tajuddin realised the ground reality of Bangladesh vis-a-vis the wodd
Ecanomy. He too changed his pollcy thoughts, This (s well-reflected in his 1974-75
budget speech, He said that It was easier to speak against forelgn ald. Buk in the
absence of enough maticnal savings, It was quite difficult to reduce poverty
without foreign aid. Yet, he was not quite complacent with the development
sirategy reflected in the first Five-Year Plan. He said this was anly the minimuom
programme of action. IF the nation falled to Implement even this fminimum
programme, there was no chance of winning a war against poverty. The fruits of
freadom, according to Tajudding, would continue o slude us IF we did not achicve
this minimum goal.

The subsequent events, particularly the oll crisis, food shortage, deterorating lew
and order, high inflation and all kinds of conspiracies, both within and outside
Bangladesh, did not allow Tajuddin to stick to his guns and promote & nationally
owned pro-poor development strategy. His was an era of natishal assertion for
salf-development and poverty reduction, Destiny did not allow him to pursue this
develapment palicy of pro-poar growth. After many years of his departure from
this world, we are once-again talking about “pro-poor growth® and “poverty
reduction strategy.® The difference is that this Hme It is being pushed by
outsiders, Once &gain, we are talking about "nationally owned® development
poficy. Again, this siogan has not originated from withir,

We can indeed learn a lot from the devefopment thinking of Tajuddin if we
genuinely want to go for a nationslly owned pro-poor develepment policy in
Bangladesh, Tajuddin Ahmad's hife pnd actions ean indeed be inspiring far the
policy makers who are genuinely committed to establish the Sonar Bangla we all
fought fior.

Atiur Bahmen 1§ an econamiss,

Listening to the radio for election resuits in 1970 with Bangabandhy Sheikh
Mujibur Bahman
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