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PRESS STATEMENT

Issued By

MR. TAJUDDIN AHMAD

PRIME MINISTER OF BANGLADESH
ON I7TH APRIL 1971

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD -

Bangladesh is at war.It has been | ¥ £ choice but 10 secure the right
of self-determination through a national Tiberation struggle against the

colonial oppression of West Pakistan.

In the face of positive attempts by the Government of Pakistan to distort
the facts in a desperate attempt to cover up their war of genocide in
Bangladesh, the world must be told the circumstances under which the

peace-loving people of Bangladesh were driven to substi

tute armed

struggle for parliamentary politics (o realise the just aspirations of the

People of Bangladesh.

The Six Point programme for autonomy for Bangladesh within Pakistan
had been put forward in all sincerity by the Awami League as the last
possible solution to preserve the integrity of Pakistan. Fighting the elec-
tions to the National Assembly on the issue of Six Points, the Awami
League won 167 out of 169 seats from Bangladesh in a House of 313.
Its electorial victory was so decisive that it won 80% of the popular
votes cast. The decisive nature of its victory placed it in a clear Najori-

ty within the National Assembly.

The post election period wis a time of hope, for never had a people Spo-
ken sa decisively in the history of parliamentary democracy. It was
widely believed in hoth wings that a viable constitution based on Six

Points could be worked out. The Pakistan people's party
as the leading party in Sind and Punjab had avoided rais

which emerged
ing the issue of

Six points in their election campaign and had no obligation whatsoever
to its electorate to resist it. In Baluchistan, the dominant party, National
Awami party. was fully committed to Six Points. In NWFP. the NAP.
dominant in the Provincial Assembly. was also a believer in maximum
autonomy. The course ol the elections. which marked the defeat of the
reactionary parties therefore. gave every reason 1o be optimistic about

the future of democracy in Pakistan.

Preparatory 1o the convening of the National Assembly talks were
expected between the main parties in the political arena. However,
whilst the Awami League was always willing. preparatory to coing to
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the Assembly. to explain its constitutional position and to discuss alter-
native proposals from the other parties. it believed that the spirit of a
true democracy demanded that the constitution he debated and finalised
in the National Assembly rather than in secret sessions. To this end. it
insisted on an carly summoning of the National Assembly. In anticipa-
tion of this session, the Awami League worked day and night to prepare
a draft constitution based on Six Points and fully examined all the impli-
cations of formulating and implementing such a constitution.

The first major talks over Pakistan's political future took place between
General Yahya and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in mid-January. In this ses-
sion General Yahya probed the extent of the Awami Legaue's commit-
ment to its programme and was assured that they were fully aware of its
implications. But contrary to expectation Yahya did not spell out his
own ideas about the consitution. General Yahya gave the impression of
not finding anything serioulsy objectionable in Six Points but empha-
sised the need for coming to an understanding with the PPP in West
Pakistan.

The next round of talks took place between the PPP and the Awami
League from 27th January, 1971 in Dacca where Mr. Bhutto and his
team held a number of sessions with the Awami Lague to discuss the
constitution.

As in the case with Yahya. Mr. Bhutto did not bring any concrete pro-
posals of his own about the nature of the constitution. He and his advis-
ers were mainly interested in discussing the implications of Six Point.
Since their responses were essentially negative and they had no pre-
pared brief of their own it was not possible for the talks to develop into
serious negotiations where attempts could be made to bridge the gap
between the two parties. It was evident that as yet Mr. Bhutto had no for-
mal position of his own from which to negotiate.

It must be made c¢lear that when the PPP left Dacca there was no indi-
cation from their part that a deadlock had been reached with the Awani
League. Rather they confirmed that all doors were open and that fol-
lowing a round of talks with West Pakistani leaders. the PPP would
¢ither have a second and more substantive round of talks with the
Awami League or would meet in the National Assembly whose com-
mittees provided ample opportuity Tor detailed discussion on the consti-
tution.

Mr. Bhutio's announcement to boycott the National Assembly therefore
came as a complete surprise. The boycou desision was surprising
because Mr. Bhutto had already been accommodated once by the
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