An address to the nation by Mr. Tajuddin Ahmad, Prime Minister
of the People’s Republic of Bangludesh, broadcast on December 8,
1971,

My dear countrymen und comrades,

The Pakistani generals have plunged the sub-continent into a calmitous
war. It was clear for months that they were seeking this evil consum-
mation of their folly and crimes in Bangladesh.

The aggression agminst India has wken place in the background of
Pakistan’s humiliating reverses at the hands of the Mukti Bahini and
Indiw's warm-hearted suppont (o the people of Bangladesh in their just
struggle

The peril from the common enemy has brought the people of
Bangladesh and India closer than ever. Our forces are now fighting
shoulder to shoulder with Indian forces. and their blood is mingling with
ours on our soil. This seals thie bond between two peoples who are des-
tined for friendship, ;

The people of India had always recognised us in their hearts and now
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Republic of Bangladesh. 1t is a tribute to the martyrs in the cause of our
freedom and a trumbh for all classes of people in Bangladesh, their
elected representatives. and the Mukti Bahini whose efforts, sacrifices
and impregnable unity have won them diplomatic recognition as an
ndependent and sovereign nation, 1t is alsa a triumph for the people of
fin whose united wish was for Bangladesh 1o be recognised. This is

come us 10 the comity of independent nations. Her
alts and bearing the brunt of war 10 defend their
st he regarded as & masvel of our time. We rejoice
Government of India. the memebrs of the Indian Partiament. and the
people of Tndii for theis Bistorie contribution wo the consalidation of our
stuehood. The Bengall nation owes an infinite debt of grmitade 1o
Sreemali Gandhi's sagacity and wtesmunship. Following India Bhutan
has given us tecognition, and we are also grateful 1o the King and peo-
ple oF that coountry. i

Indisrs recognition of the People’s Republic of Bungladesh is a big
event. As far as our relitions with India ire concerned, their foundation
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will be friendship and mutual respect. The tie we have forged with the
Indian people in gdversity and wir will endure in peace and will, T am
conlident. bring lasting benelits (o our two nations,

The joy of the people of Bungladesh s, however, darkened by a cruel
wrony. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the father of the Bengali nation, is in the
prison of the enemy ut this hour, when Bangladesh. his dream, has come
true on the international plane. The Bangabandhu, whether away from
his people or among them, is always in their hearts. He is the symbol of
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mythology that will sustain this nation in the future. And yet his absence
from us now is painful.

The emergence of free Bangladesh should be welcome w all progressive
nations. The new state represents peaceful co-existence. non-alignment
in inernatonal pohitics and opposition o imperialism and colonialism
m all forms and s committed (o democracy and o secular and spcialist
way of life. 1 invite the nations 1o follow the example of India and
Bhutan and accept the reality of seventy-Tive million people. The alter-
mative to this is Nying in thee Tace of common sénse. '

The West Pakistam Covernment is being engulfed by the evil it has
hrought into existience. The atempts of her pairons in the UN Security
Council 1o save her from Nemesis has so Far been unsuccessful. The
American resolution calling for a cease-fire in the subcontinent without
attending o the wen canse of the conflict in Bangladesh is, in fact, o
monument o America's blindness and perversity. China is also guilty of
the same failure of judgenenl. The people of Bangladesh are groelul
for the Soviel velo, '

W in Banghudesh must now complete the fask assigned to us by histe-
ry aod drive the kst mail inlo the coffin of o fscist state led h} CTity
militarists. The ring of death is fast elosing round the enemy. He is in
retreal every where and reeling under the blivws of the Mukti Babini and
our ally, The hour has struck For the peapte of Bangladesh o rise agains
the invader w i man and give him the coup de grace he has earned. They
st ol tha s time aid the libertor in every possible way, help munne
tain baw amd onder. and co-operite with e sdmimisication ol the
Gioverpment of Bangladesh. Let 1t not he siod ol anvone sn Bangladesh,
whateyer hus station in life, thar he Gaded when the call came.

Lcall upon ull encmy proogs and reskoars (o lay down their arms and sur-
render, They can yet save themselvis by heeding this call. T also call
upon all eitieen of Bangladesh 1o avoid the wempuation o ke the lgw
s their own himds, We must remeraber that it 5= the prevogative of the
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state 1o punish offenders according 1w the due process of low. If & sin gle
citizen ol Bangladesh 1s harmed or hunt because of his lunguage o race
it will be a hetrwyal of the ideals of the Tounder of the nution and the Nag
ol Iree Bangladesh.

Bangladesh will carry in her bosom the scars caused by the pccupation
drmy fora long time, but there is comfort and exultation in the though
that the ead of the invader is come, that Bangladesh is gong 1o be com
pletely hiberated, and that her homeless stricken children will soon
return hame from their somrow and exile

As wie win the war, we must prepare 1o win the peace. The edifice of
'Golden Bengul” must be luid on the ruins left by a cruel war, and every-
ome of her sons and daughters must take pant in the exhilerating and
humbling task of reconstruction and development. The revolution begun
hy the Bangabandhu will end only when his ideals of democracy, social-
ram and seculurism ore fully realised

JOI BANGLA
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